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This Month’s Fly-ins

Unfortunately the weather

deteriorated after the Defford fly-in

and the Wednesday evening fly-ins

suffered as a result. The outlook at the

time of going to press was not

encouraging. However, there is still

plenty of time for an improvement.

Watch your Inbox on Monday or Tuesday

each week for details of that week’s

event.

Quote of the Month

“Map reading was not required.

There were no maps. I got from

place to place with the help of three

things. One was the seat of my pants. If

it left that of the plane, when the visibility

was at a minimum, I was in trouble and

could even be upside down. Another was

the ability to recognize every town, river,

railroad, farm, and, yes, outhouse along

the route. The third? I had a few drops of

homing pigeon in my veins.”  - Ken

McGregor, Early U.S. Air Mail pilot

Microlight Awareness Day,

Gloucestershire Airport - Advance

Notice by Dick Osler

The Flying Shack intend holding a

Microlight Aircraft Awareness Day at

the Airport in the not too distant future.

This would be a great opportunity to

showcase our sport to the general public

and for Severn Valley Microlight Club

members to show off a variety of

different aircraft. Those who flew in to

the Monmouth showground a couple of

years ago will remember the attention

that they received from members of the

public and the enthusiasm with which

they were greeted.

Ideally, what we would like to see on

show is a variety of different aircraft

types. Although a squadron of Eurostars

or a squadron of Skyrangers would look

great to us, if a mixed selection of

flexwings and 3-axis machines were

present, this would be sure to generate

more interest. In the Club we have many

different types of aircraft and it would be

great to show this off.

It is still under negotiation but I expect

that the landing fee will be waived for this

event for exhibitors only, so if you intend

just to fly-in, then you will have to pay.

Pilots would be expected to stay close to

their machines to answer visitors’

questions. Teas and coffees will be on the

house and you may get some food! The

event would be open from 1100-1600 but

you would not be expected to stay there

all day (unless you wanted to!). It would

be quite feasible to split the day in two,

with 1100-1330 as the first period and

1330-1600 as the second period (if

necessary).

More information and arrangements for

those who wish to show off their aircraft

(and answer questions!) will be circulated

when dates have been finalised.
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Fly-in Reports

Just after publication of the last

newsletter the Editor received the

following photos taken at the Windrush

fly-in by John Sparks.

Defford Fly-In Wednesday 23rd May

by Dave Steade

After weeks of bad weather we

managed to get two Wednesday

nights on the trot. With the kind

permission of Clive Porter, I and my wife

Susan hosted the second event of the

year at Croft Farm Defford.

The weather had taken a spectacular

change for the better during the week

and with temperatures in the mid

twenties during the day and upper teens

during the evening we had a magnificent

turn out of 27 aircraft together with one

or two non-members that just happened

to drop in.

Burgers hotdogs and some bits and

pieces to go with them was the order of

the day plus Susan decided to bake some

cakes which seemed to have a faster take

up than the Asda doughnuts.

Many thanks for the great attendance

there is nothing worst than doing all the

preparation and only having a handful of

planes attend.

During the evening we had a collection

for Mission Aviation Fellowship, the

charity supported by Clive Porter and the

grand sum of £159.12 was collected. Any

one wanting to see a short video of their

work should log on to the following link.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBE

VFz__zuY

One of the strips looks a lot like Eastbach

Kind Regards to everyone

Two Fly-ins, Two Records! by Dick

Osler

What a fabulous evening it turned out

to be tonight (23 May 2012). The

second fly-in of the season was held at

Defford (Croft Farm). Another record

breaking event with 28 aircraft in

attendance (actually we may be guilty of

manipulating the figures, because we

may have counted a gyrocopter pilot who

in passing, thought there was something

interesting going on “down there” and

just had to drop in for a burger and a

drink).

Dave and Sue Steade were the hosts and

there was plenty of food to be had by all.

What was also noticeable (and this

occurred on the Windrush Fly-in last

week) was that Club members who were

currently without planes were prepared

to travel to the fly-in location by road.

Club members were as generous as ever

with their donation to the nominated

charity for the evening which was Mission

Aviation Fellowship (MAF).  This was to be

given to Clive Porter, patron of MAF and

owner of Croft Farm.



Bill Austin (Editor)

marshview@btinternet.com

01684 833789
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We had another four members join last

night and this makes 10 new members

already this year. We must be a

hospitable bunch! Many thanks once

again to Dave and Sue for their hard

work and hospitality. Thanks also to

Myron who got the weather right once

again! See you at the next one.

30th May, 6th June, 13th June

Unfortunately Myron’s luck with the

weather ran out and the above fly-ins

were cancelled due to weather conditions.

A move in the other direction!

In the June edition there was a flexwing

advertised for sale. Information has

now come to hand that the bargain was

snapped up by none other than Brian “Mr

Bumble” Finch. Many years ago Brian

was a flexwing pilot and then moved

across to fixed wing. Like a few other

members he moved on again and

obtained his Group A licence. Now he’s

bucking the modern trend of going from

flexwing to fixed wing and going back to

his roots! Let’s hope he has many happy

flying hours “under sail” while still

keeping his hand in with “stick and

rudder”. Apparently he has been seen at

John Davis’ strip at Hawling in his new

acquisition.

Dates for your Diary

21st – 23rd June – Round Britain Rally

– Northrepps Airfield. Register at
www.roundbritainrally.org.uk

24th June  - Gloucestershire Airport

Open Day

23rd – 29th July – EAA AirVenture,

Oshcosh, Wisconsin, USA

7th August – 1st September – World

Microlight and Paramotor

Championships, Air Marugan, Segovia.

Details at <www.airmarugan.com>

Date to be arranged - Microlight

Awareness Day - The Flying Shack,

Gloucestershire Airport.
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